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Abstract
Since the evolution of human being communication has played an important role in trade and business. Advancement in
methods and medium of communication has given wings to marketing of goods and services in tourism as it is an
information intensive industry. We have experienced diverse employability of Internet Communication Technologies
(ICT‟s) which has given rise to Social Media as an important tool of marketing communication. This conceptual paper
argues over the nature of sustainability of Social Media platforms and its constituent elements. Tourists are actively
participating in creating marketing content on social media platforms along with destination marketers and promoters.
User Generated Content (UGC) on social media platforms have become important source to help tourists in making a
purchase decision for online and offline tourism products. Social Media allows user to upload, share, interact and make
collection of user controlled data which serves as a guide for interested tourists. It is a platform where both tourism
destination marketer and tourists become an information generator, disseminator and user. The paper applies the concept
of sustainability on social media as a marketing communication tool and brings out the insights of social media to be
called as a sustainable tool. The available literature indicates that dimensions of sustainability (environmental, economic,
and social) are applicable on social media platforms in terms of generating online content which is less expensive,
environment friendly and self-sustaining.
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INTRODUCTION
It is observed that social media is used as a
communication tool in areas of healthcare, Advertising
campaign, promotion mix, Consumer engagement,
Political campaigning, New Product Development,
Branding tools for Hoteliers, and Educational Tool
(Kumar, Kumar, & Mishra, 2015). Sustainability has
emerged as a tool to access the potential of the global
market (Nkamnebe, 2011), in the marketing mix for the
goods and services (Jones et al., 2008), and as a
communication tool for the healthcare community
(Gupta, & Sharma, 2013). Its role in tourism is also
evident as Destination Marketing Organisations
(DMOs) use it for marketing and promotion of
destinations and related services (Kumar, 2018).
The usability of Internet Communication
Technologies (ICT‟s), Web 2.0, and online digital
platforms have strengthened the concept that tourism is
an information-intensive industry (Kumar, Mishra, &

Rao, 2021; Werthner & Klein, 1999). These are also the
constituent elements of social media that facilitate
tourists and DMOs in destination marketing (Molinillo
et al., 2018) by sharing memorable experiences (Wong
et al., 2020). Shared experiences of tourists and DMOs
are present on the media in a digital form offering big
data (McCreary et al., 2020) for being referred by
tourists in the future. The ongoing addition of
information and experiences on social media gives rise
to the idea that social media can be called a “sustainable
tool”. To justify social media as a “sustainable tool” for
tourism marketing a discussion on the concept of
sustainability and Triple Bottom Line (TBL) is helpful.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Concept of Sustainability
The concept of sustainability focuses upon
three dimensions: environmental, economic, and social.
Sustainable development was defined by the UN
Environment Commission, chaired by Gro Harlem
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Brundtland, in 1987 as: “Development that meets the
needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs”. Since
then it has become a course of action in the businesses.
Sustainable tourism practice is such a domain that
focuses on environmental, economic, and social aspects
of tourism activities. Thus, the concept of sustainability
can be found in ideas or practices which support the
tradeoff between present need and future requirements
(Kumar, Kumar, & Mishra, 2015).
The concept of sustainable practices is already
evident in tourism. When we critically examine the

features of social media we find that Web 2.0 platforms
allow interaction of tourists leading to User Generated
Content (UGC) and Consumer Generated Media
(CGM). Firm-generated content can also be part of the
UGC of social media. It allows the creation of a virtual
tourism society or travel network where users and firms
interact in online offline mode. Their shared
experiences become the source of motivation and
information for other tourists.
Figure: Model relating Triple Bottom Line,
Sustainability and Social Media

Source: Kumar, Kumar, & Mishra, (2015)
The environmental aspect of sustainability can
be ascertained by social media‟s use of digital content
rather than traditional communication using print media
which is not environment friendly. Social media‟s
digital content reaches to a larger audience at a faster
speed at least environmental cost. The use of digital
documents, orders, passes, and tickets are able to save
an ample amount of natural products in the tourism
business.
Having used digital content for communication
saves the environment and hence the cost involved with
it. Social media establishments require a one-time
investment that can be used for a longer duration.
Several social media platforms offer free account
creation and paid online advertisements targeting a
large number of audiences. Tourism marketers use
online social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, and
YouTube for destination promotion (Kumar, 2018)
along with traditional media.

Concept of Triple Bottom Line
To use the term sustainable we focus upon
three pillars social, environmental, and economic. For
being truly sustainable the idea can be compared with
People, Planet, and Profit as aspects of the Triple
Bottom Line (TBL) concept coined by Elkington
(1998). These three aspects work together to be called
sustainable.
The sustainable model of social media depicts
that the pillars of sustainability support the three aspects
of TBL. The idea of social-people, environment-planet,
and economic-profit move together to be called
sustainable. The creation of online networks, the
formation of virtual communities, and interaction
among them support the first pillar „people‟ of TBL.
Eco-friendly nature and ease of access can also be
found associated with social media usage. Finally,
markers also witness the regular addition of information
and experiences by tourists on their social media pages
which come at no cost. Thus, social media helps in
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increasing profits by spending less on print media for
tourism marketing communication.

CONCLUSION
With help of discussed features of TBL,
sustainability, and social media it is proposed that social
media can be called a “sustainable tool”. Such nature of
social media attracts destination marketers for tourism
marketing communication since it allows tourists to
create, store, and access new and old information at any
time at negligible cost and less harm to the
environment. Hence, social media can be used as a
“sustainable
tool‟
for
tourism
marketing
communication.



REFERENCES













Elkington, J. (1998). Partnerships from cannibals
with forks: The triple bottom line of 21st‐century
business. Environmental quality management, 8(1),
37-51. https://doi.org/10.1002/tqem.3310080106
Gupta. A., Tyagi. M. & Sharma. D. (2013). Use of
Social Media Marketing in Healthcare. Journal of
Health
Management,
15(2),
293-302.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0972063413489058
Jones. P., Clarke-Hill. C., Comfort. D., & Hillier.
D. (2008). Marketing and sustainability, Marketing
Intelligence & Planning, 26(2), 123 – 130.
https://doi.org/10.1108/02634500810860584
Kumar, P. (2018). Study on factors influencing
tourists‟ perceived benefits of Facebook contents of
the State tourism departments (Doctoral thesis,
Pondicherry University, Puducherry, India).
http://dspace.pondiuni.edu.in/jspui/bitstream/12345
6789/2983/1/T6798.pdf
Kumar, P., Kumar, V., & Mishra, J. M. (2015).
“Social Media: A Sustainable Tool for Marketing
Communication?”
Asian Journal of Business
Management & Technology, 1(1), 39-47. ISSN:









2393-9702.
Retrieved
from
https://www.academia.edu/49517896/Social_Media
_A_Sustainable_Tool_for_Marketing_Communicat
ion
Kumar, P., Mishra, J. M., & Rao, Y. V. (2021).
Analysing tourism destination promotion through
Facebook by Destination Marketing Organizations
of India. Current Issues in Tourism, 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2021.1921713
McCreary, A., Seekamp, E., Davenport, M., &
Smith, J. W. (2020). Exploring qualitative
applications of social media data for place-based
assessments in destination planning. Current Issues
in
Tourism,
23(1),
82–98.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2019.1571023
Molinillo, S., Liébana-Cabanillas, F., AnayaSánchez, R., & Buhalis, D. (2018). DMO online
platforms: Image and intention to visit. Tourism
Management,
65,
116–130.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2017.09.021
Nkamnebe. A. D. (2011). Sustainability marketing
in the emerging markets: imperatives, challenges,
and agenda setting, International Journal of
Emerging
Markets,
6(3),
217
–
232.
https://doi.org/10.1108/17468801111144058
UN. (1987). General Assembly, 96th Plenary
meeting, Retrieved from http://www.un.org/
documents/ga/res/42/ares42-187.htm.
Werthner, H., & Klein, S. (1999). Information
technology
and
tourism:
A
challenging
relationship. Springer.
Wong, J. W. C., Lai, I. K. W., & Tao, Z. (2020).
Sharing memorable tourism experiences on mobile
social media and how it influences further travel
decisions. Current Issues in Tourism, 23(14),
1773–1787.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2019.1649372.

© 2021 |Published by Scholars Middle East Publishers, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

414

