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Abstract  
 

This study aims to explore the role of Indonesian language education as an agent of social change by adopting sociological 

and religious approaches. The research is conducted in Lombok Barat and Lombok Utara, Indonesia. The study employs a 

qualitative approach with a case study design. Data collection techniques involve in-depth interviews with educators, 

curriculum document analysis, and observation of the learning process. The collected data is analyzed using qualitative 

analysis techniques, including thematic and interpretative analysis. The results indicate that Indonesian language education 

holds significant potential as an agent of social change through the integration of sociological and religious approaches in 

the learning process. The sociological approach allows for a deeper understanding of the relationship between language, 

identity, and social structure, while the religious approach provides a strong moral and ethical foundation in shaping 

individual and societal character. The implications of this research underscore the need for further integration of 

sociological and religious approaches in the development of the Indonesian language curriculum to strengthen the role of 

education in facilitating positive and sustainable social change. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Indonesian Language Education is an integral 

part of Indonesia's national education system, playing a 

crucial role in shaping the nation's identity, strengthening 

unity, and fostering positive social change. In the context 

of globalization and evolving social dynamics, 

Indonesian language education needs to be seen as more 

than just learning language skills. It reflects its primary 

role in shaping individuals' mindset, values, and 

behaviors within society. 

 

Indonesian language education, as a subject that 

studies the usage, structure, and functions of the 

Indonesian language, holds great potential as an agent of 

social change (Yusri et al., 2024). Through structured 

learning processes, Indonesian language education aims 

not only to develop effective communication skills but 

also to cultivate social awareness, reinforce 

humanitarian values, and stimulate critical and reflective 

thinking in addressing complex social realities. In this 

context, sociological and religious approaches play 

crucial roles in highlighting the social and moral 

dimensions of Indonesian language education 

(Wicaksono & Korom, 2023). 

The sociological approach highlights the 

complex relationship between language, identity, and 

social structure. Language serves not only as a 

communication tool but also as a reflection of culture, 

values, and social hierarchies within society (McKenna 

et al., 2023). By understanding these dynamics, 

Indonesian language education can help students become 

more sensitive to existing social realities (Soeharto et al., 

2024), develop empathy towards cultural diversity, and 

raise awareness of relevant social issues such as 

economic inequality, gender disparity, and ethnic 

conflicts (Prayitno et al., 2022). 

 

On the other hand, the religious approach 

provides deep moral and ethical dimensions to 

Indonesian language education. As a country with a 

majority Muslim population, religious values play a 

significant role in shaping individual behaviors and 

attitudes (Udayana et al., 2023). Indonesian language 

education grounded in religious principles can help 

students reinforce moral values such as honesty, 

tolerance, and justice, which are foundational in building 

a harmonious and civilized society (Mellor & Shilling, 

2010). 
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The aim of this research is to explore the 

potential and relevance of Indonesian language 

education as an agent of social change by integrating 

sociological and religious approaches within the learning 

context (Gede Agung et al., 2024). Through this 

approach, it is hoped that effective and sustainable 

learning strategies can be identified to prepare the 

younger generation to face complex social challenges in 

the future (Brennan & Canny, 2023). The contribution of 

this research is expected to provide new insights into the 

development of a more inclusive, holistic, and 

responsive Indonesian language education curriculum to 

meet the needs of society and the times (Rosa-González 

& Cabrera, 2023). 

 

Thus, Indonesian language education is not 

only a means to master language but also a platform for 

shaping character, strengthening identity, and driving 

positive social change within society. By combining 

sociological and religious approaches, Indonesian 

language education has the potential to become a catalyst 

in creating a more cultured, harmonious, and inclusive 

society (Stacey, 2024). 

 

In this study, the research object encompasses 

Indonesian language education in both West Lombok 

Regency and North Lombok Regency, Indonesia. West 

Lombok Regency was chosen as the research location 

due to its representation of cultural, social, and religious 

diversity typical of Indonesia, offering valuable insights 

into the role of Indonesian language education within 

diverse contexts. This research is conducted in schools 

where students belong to three main religions in 

Indonesia, namely Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. The 

aim is to deepen understanding of the dynamics of 

religious diversity in Indonesian language learning. 

 

Furthermore, the research extends beyond 

school settings to observe the impact of Indonesian 

language education from sociological and religious 

perspectives. The sociological approach is utilized to 

comprehend social interactions and community 

dynamics influenced by Indonesian language learning, 

while the religious perspective is employed to explore 

the moral values and ethics strengthened through 

Indonesian language education in the daily lives of 

communities with diverse religious backgrounds. Thus, 

this research endeavors to provide a more holistic 

understanding of the role of Indonesian language 

education in shaping individual and societal character 

within the context of religious diversity in Indonesia. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This research employs a qualitative approach 

with a case study design to investigate Indonesian 

language education in both West Lombok Regency and 

North Lombok Regency, Indonesia (Srivastava & 

Hopwood, 2009). The qualitative approach was chosen 

for its ability to provide in-depth understanding of the 

phenomenon under study (Grenier, 2023), namely the 

role of Indonesian language education in shaping social 

change, and to explore various perspectives and 

experiences related to it. The case study design allows 

for a detailed examination of the context, processes, and 

impacts of Indonesian language education in specific 

locations (Nicolodi et al., 2024).  

 

West Lombok Regency and North Lombok 

Regency were selected as research locations due to their 

reflection of cultural, social, and religious diversity 

typical of Indonesia, offering valuable insights into the 

role of Indonesian language education within diverse 

contexts (Nasri, 2023a). Data collection techniques 

include in-depth interviews with Indonesian language 

educators, students, and relevant community figures; 

document analysis of related materials such as curricula 

and textbooks; and direct observation of language 

learning processes in selected educational institutions 

(Nasri et al., 2024). 

 

The collected data will be analyzed using 

qualitative analysis approaches (Schwandt, 2021), 

including transcription of interviews, thematic analysis 

of data to identify patterns and key concepts (Jacobs & 

Perez, 2023), and interpretation of data to understand 

implications in the context of Indonesian language 

education as an agent of social change (Mihas, 2023). It 

is hoped that this comprehensive approach will yield 

insights into the contribution of Indonesian language 

education to social change in both regencies and inform 

the development of more effective teaching practices 

tailored to community needs (Eftenaru, 2023). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 

Indonesian Language Education as a Catalyst for 

Social Change: Sociological Approach and Religious 

Approach 

In the study on Indonesian Language Education 

as an Agent of Social Change with Sociological and 

Religious Approaches in West Lombok Regency and 

North Lombok Regency, several issues arise as follows: 

 

1. Imbalance in Attention to Different Religions 

In some cases, there is an imbalance in attention 

given to different religions in the context of 

Indonesian language education. This can lead to 

neglect or lack of recognition of the needs and 

perspectives of students from different religious 

backgrounds. 

 

2. Resistance from Schools or Communities 

The research faces resistance from certain schools 

or communities that do not support the integration 

of sociological and religious approaches in 

Indonesian language education. This can pose a 

barrier to the implementation of these approaches. 
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3. Lack of Resources and Training 

Insufficient resources and training for teachers and 

school staff in implementing sociological and 

religious approaches can be problematic. Without 

adequate support, teachers struggle to design and 

implement curricula that effectively integrate both 

approaches. 

 

4. Intolerance from Certain Parties 

There is a possibility that some individuals or groups 

within the community are intolerant of approaches 

that accommodate various religions and beliefs. 

This can create conflicts or tensions in the 

educational environment. 

 

5. Difficulty in Integrating Religious Values 

Integrating religious values substantially into 

Indonesian language learning can be challenging, 

especially if the curriculum is not well-designed or 

if there are differences in interpretation among 

stakeholders. 

 

Considering these issues, it is important for 

researchers and education practitioners to design 

appropriate strategies and solutions to address these 

obstacles. This may involve forging agreements with 

relevant stakeholders, providing training for teachers, 

and developing curricula that are sensitive to the diverse 

needs and values within the community. 

 

Alternative Solutions from Research Findings 

Here are some alternative solutions to address 

the issues encountered in the study on Indonesian 

Language Education as an Agent of Social Change with 

Sociological and Religious Approaches in West Lombok 

Regency and North Lombok Regency: 

 

1. Multicultural Education and Awareness Campaigns 

Conducting education and awareness campaigns 

aimed at enhancing understanding of the importance 

of multicultural education and religious tolerance 

among teachers, students, parents, and the general 

public (Muliadi & Nasri, 2023). This can be done 

through seminars, workshops, or other community 

activities (Walad et al., 2024). 

 

2. Development of Teacher Training Programs 

Developing specialized training programs for 

teachers to enhance their understanding of 

sociological and religious approaches in Indonesian 

language education (Atsani et al., 2023). This 

training should include teaching strategies that 

promote inclusivity, tolerance, and appreciation of 

diversity (Nasri, 2019b). 

 

 

 

3. Strengthening Collaboration with Relevant Parties 

Building closer collaborations with relevant parties 

such as educational institutions, religious 

organizations, and government agencies to support 

the implementation of sociological and religious 

approaches in Indonesian language education 

(Nasri, 2023b). This may include providing 

resources, institutional support, and sharing best 

practices (Nalbantoğlu & Bümen, 2024). 

 

4. Curriculum Improvement 

Evaluating and improving the Indonesian language 

education curriculum to ensure that multicultural 

and religious values are substantially integrated 

(Fauziana et al., 2016). The curriculum should be 

designed to accommodate the needs and 

perspectives of diverse students (Nasri, 2019a). 

 

5. Community Empowerment 

Organizing activities that involve active community 

participation in supporting multicultural education 

and religious tolerance, such as volunteer programs 

or joint projects between schools and communities 

(Smith et al., 2024). 

 

6. Development of Diverse Learning Materials 

Developing diverse and inclusive learning 

materials, including stories, poems, or songs from 

various cultures and religions. This can help 

students recognize and appreciate diversity within 

society (Rama et al., 2022). 

 

By implementing these alternative solutions 

holistically and integratively, it is hoped that the barriers 

faced in Indonesian language education can be 

addressed, promoting social harmony and collective 

progress in multicultural and multi-religious 

communities. 

 

In the study conducted in West Lombok 

Regency, focusing on Indonesian language education in 

schools with students from multiple religions (Islam, 

Hinduism, and Buddhism), as well as outside of schools 

within the community, several key findings emerged. 

Within the school setting, Indonesian language 

education was found to play a significant role in 

promoting social cohesion and understanding among 

students from diverse religious backgrounds. Through 

language learning activities, students developed 

empathy, respect, and appreciation for cultural and 

religious differences, fostering mutual understanding 

and cooperation. From a religious perspective, 

Indonesian language education was observed to 

reinforce moral values and ethical principles among 

students, with religious teachings often integrated into 

language learning materials. This integration contributed 

to the cultivation of virtues such as tolerance, 

compassion, and respect for others' beliefs, thereby 

promoting religious harmony and peaceful coexistence 

within society.  

 

The case study conducted in North Lombok 

Regency further highlighted challenges faced by 
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Buddhist students in accessing education, particularly at 

MTs. Al-Mujaidin NW Rempek, where initial resistance 

was met before the madrasah eventually accepted 

Buddhist students. Despite not being obliged to attend 

religious classes or wear hijab, these students actively 

participate in lessons. However, concerns were raised 

regarding their participation in the upcoming National 

Examination. Economic constraints and the distant 

location of public schools were cited as reasons for 

choosing the madrasah over public education. This issue 

has been reported to the North Lombok Regency Office 

of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, underscoring the 

need for a solution to address the educational needs of 

Buddhist students in the absence of public schools in the 

area. In conclusion, the study underscores the pivotal 

role of Indonesian language education as a catalyst for 

social change, particularly when approached from both 

sociological and religious perspectives. Integrating these 

perspectives into language teaching practices can 

harness the transformative potential of language 

education to build more inclusive, compassionate, and 

resilient communities in diverse religious settings like 

West Lombok Regency and beyond. 

 

Theory Construction from Research Findings 

From the research findings, several theories that can be 

constructed include: 

1. Language Education Theory as a Factor in Social 

Identity Formation 

The finding that Indonesian language education 

plays a crucial role in promoting interfaith 

understanding and social cohesion suggests that 

language education is not only about language 

proficiency but also about shaping social identities 

and interactions among individuals from diverse 

religious backgrounds (Yu, 2022). 

 

2. Theory of Integrating Religious Values into Language 

Curriculum 

The integration of religious values into the 

Indonesian language curriculum has been proven 

effective in reinforcing the moral and ethical values 

of students, as well as promoting religious harmony 

in society (Campbell et al., 2024). This underscores 

the importance of integrating religious aspects into 

formal education to create an inclusive and 

harmonious learning environment (Myers et al., 

2023). 

 

3. Theory of Multicultural Education in the Context of 

Religion 

Case studies on the challenges faced by Buddhist 

students in accessing education in predominantly 

Muslim environments highlight the importance of 

multicultural education that is sensitive to the needs 

and religious beliefs of students (Carlson et al., 

2024). This indicates the necessity of an educational 

approach that considers religious diversity in efforts 

to build an inclusive and civilized society 

(Dickinson, 2024). 

4. Theory of Education's Role as a Social Change Agent 

The research findings emphasize the importance of 

education as a catalyst for social change in 

promoting tolerance, cooperation, and mutual 

respect among individuals from diverse religious 

backgrounds. This illustrates the crucial role of 

education in shaping attitudes and values that 

support social harmony (Srithongchai & Gadi, 

2020). 

 

Through the construction of these theories, this 

research makes a significant contribution to our 

understanding of the role of language education in 

promoting social harmony and the development of 

students' character in societies with diverse religious and 

cultural backgrounds. 

 

CONCLUSION 
The research findings underscore the crucial 

role of Indonesian language education in fostering social 

cohesion and promoting values of tolerance and 

understanding among students from diverse religious 

backgrounds. Through both sociological and religious 

approaches, language education emerges as a powerful 

tool for building inclusive and harmonious communities. 

However, the study also highlights various challenges, 

including the imbalance in attention to different 

religions, resistance from certain schools or 

communities, resource constraints, intolerance, and 

difficulties in integrating religious values into the 

curriculum. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Enhance Multicultural Education: Implement 

comprehensive multicultural education 

programs that promote understanding and 

respect for diverse religious beliefs and 

cultures. This includes developing curricula, 

training teachers, and organizing awareness 

campaigns within schools and communities. 

2. Strengthen Teacher Training: Provide 

specialized training for teachers to equip them 

with the knowledge and skills necessary to 

implement sociological and religious 

approaches effectively. Emphasize strategies 

for creating inclusive learning environments 

and addressing religious diversity sensitively. 

3. Foster Community Engagement: Encourage 

collaboration between schools, religious 

institutions, government agencies, and 

community organizations to support the 

integration of sociological and religious 

approaches in language education. This 

collaboration can involve joint initiatives, 

resource sharing, and community outreach 

programs. 

4. Review Curriculum Guidelines: Review and 

revise curriculum guidelines to ensure the 

meaningful integration of religious values and 
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perspectives into language education. 

Consultation with religious leaders and scholars 

can help ensure that the curriculum reflects 

diverse religious beliefs and promotes mutual 

respect. 

5. Promote Interfaith Dialogue: Facilitate 

interfaith dialogue and activities within schools 

and communities to foster understanding, 

cooperation, and solidarity among students of 

different religious backgrounds. These 

initiatives can promote empathy, reduce 

stereotypes, and build bridges of understanding. 

6. Allocate Sufficient Resources: Allocate 

adequate resources, including funding, 

materials, and personnel, to support the 

implementation of sociological and religious 

approaches in language education. This 

investment is essential for ensuring the success 

and sustainability of these initiatives. 

 

By implementing these recommendations, 

stakeholders can work together to overcome challenges 

and leverage the transformative potential of Indonesian 

language education in promoting social harmony and 

fostering inclusive communities. 
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